CHARLES LAWLESS FAMILY

This is the story of the Charles Lawless family. Charles was the brother of Eugene Lawless, our great-
grandfather on the Lawless side.

The information in this chapter is derived from several sources. The public sources are census records
and newspaper articles. Victor Johnson collected letters and photos that were preserved by Eugenia
Lawless. The photos and letters are precious artifacts that reveal the characters of some of our ances-
tors as well as giving us clues about their lives beyond the bare facts.

Significant names in this story are Leopold and Eileen. Anna Lawless named two of her children after
her uncle and cousin. Paulina may have been the inspiration for Dorothy Johnson Lichty naming one of
her daughters Pauline. However, it is not known if Dorothy knew any of the Charles Lawless story.
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% Most of the Lawless family stories center around Deca-
ity @) ) - N tur, Nebraska. The Eugene Lawless family lived just a

: . few miles west of Decatur. Charles Lawless also lived in
the area, but probably did not own land. The Oliver and
D Rosalle i Anna (Lawless) Johnson family lived just west of Lyons
in the early years.
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Eileen Lawless spent most of her childhood and brief
adult life in Maryville, Missouri, just South of the city of
Omaha. Minnie and Anna Lawless attended a school in
Maryville and Clyde, Missouri.
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CHARLES LAWLESS FAMILY

Family Statistics

Charles Leopold Lawless b. 24 Mar 1865 in Rathmines, Dublin South, County Dublin, Ireland, d. 1913 in Port
Arthur, Jefferson County, Texas and was buried in Burt County NE.

Parents of Charles were William John Lawless (b.1830, deceased) and Louise Marie Denise (Denis) Van Laer
(b. 1840, deceased).

Eugene William Lawless was a brother of Charles. EW Lawless married Elizabeth (Bessie) DeCourcy
and they were the parents of Anna (Anne) Josephine Lawless Johnson.

Charles married Paulina “Lina” Chase (b.1867/9, d. 8 September 1894 in Burt County NE) on November 22,
1887 in Decatur NE.

Charles and Paulina had two children: (Mary) Eileen Lawless (b. 8 Sept 1888—d. 4 June 1911) and
John Wm(?) Sheely Lawless (b. Jan/Feb 1891—d. after June 1891 and before Jan 1892).

John died as an infant. Eileen died of tuberculosis at age 22.

Their Story

Eugene (EW) Lawless came to Decatur Nebraska in 1880 for the first time. Charles followed Eugene and ar-
rived in about 1884 (?). He may have lived with the Eugene Lawless family for a time. The Eugene Lawless
home was just a few miles from Decatur. Charles was involved in the Decatur community and a newspaper
note said that he had been elected County Commissioner several times.

Charles and Paulina Chase likely knew each other because the community was rural and rather small. Paulina
lived with the James Ashley family in the town of Decatur after her parents died. The social scene at the time
consisted of visits with friends and occasional house dances. They may have met in a social situation or possi-
bly through business dealings in the town.

Charles and Paulina were married in Decatur at the house of James Ashley on November 22, 1887. The mar-
riage was performed by an ordained Minister of the Gospel, Pres (Presbyterian?) Church. Several witnesses
are listed on the marriage certificate, but Eugene Lawless is not one.

Paulina was a daughter of Hiram Chase (The Elder) and Nungainsa (Nunzainza) (Clarissa) Noyes (Noyse). Nun-
galinsa was a member of the Omaha Indian Tribe in Macy NE, about 10 miles north of Decatur. Hiram Chase
The Elder, was a government inspector, and Paulina’s mother, Nunzainza, was the granddaughter of
Wahnookega, chief of the Omaha Indians. Wahnookega’s name appears on all treaties signed to the Omahas.
(He signed the treaty between the United States and the Omahas in 1854. His other name was Noise.) A note
on a family group sheet identifies Paulina as 1/4 Indian, so her mother must have been half Indian.

Charles and Paulina lived in Decatur or nearby, but very little information

survives about their earlier life. The family is mentioned in the Decatur Decatur Herald, Mar 2, 1922

Herald and Decatur Advertiser, papers that started publication in about 34 Years Ago:

1895. During those years, quite a lot of references are found related to b

the Lawless family, but only a few about Charles, Paulina, and Eileen Law- Mr. Ch:lﬂes Lawless and wife

less. Some information about their story is also found in The Pender Re- have taken up their residence

public paper where Hiram Chase (The Younger), Paulina’s brother lived. in town,j_;l;i’hving moved in during
the weels.
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Charles and Paulina Marriage Record
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‘"" . e Before the County Judge of.
O/éwm é{“"’"/ k% e 2/ 1887

AFFIDAVIT.

s Dbt Locsboay : Ferk
Smt%m, ? L. R yeary solenml Yy M acquainted with
Mr. AL (Lo R, ﬂu//éﬁhf and J‘V’“

who are parties for the marriage of whom a LICENSE is applied for; that said @/M .. e

is of the age of. years and uywmd of sound gontracting mind, and unmarried*

W County, Nebraska,

that said

is of the age of. Zo years and upward; of sound contracting mind, and unmarried*

and may lawfully contract and be joined in marriage.

I furthermore do solemnly swear that the following schedule, containing the names of the aforesaid parties, their age,
color, place of birth, residence and parents’ names, is correct in every particular, to the best of my knowledge, information,

and belief, to-wit:

NAMES OF PARTIES Age ’ Color PLACE OF BIRTH RESIDENCE FATHER'S NAME MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME

Uorlly Docolons wnonhor | Srlle Rttt Tk % 23 %@%«@4\
Midvia, blise  su 99| « | Clrcatte B Db ;7%%

ﬁé/ ﬂm/‘%g Applicant

Subscribed and sworn to before me \//\ﬁ/ V2=

ISSUE OF LICENSE.

AppHeation having this day been made by m’w for License for the Marriage of
M aged, ... years, and

? 1 <
Meta .. 8 cdlsnna.. MAM/ %:iiwg o. B— 07

and, it appearing by the affidavit of /(QKAA as above recorded, that the said parties

are of competent age and condition to marryt

and all th uirements of the law having been complied with, LICENSE IS THEREFORE ISSUED this 77 -
day of. O 1857

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

To the County Judge of.... "QM County, Nebraska:
Thig Qertifies, That on the.,,d , i imL..... day of. S len—— 4.D. 18.£}>

ab. ... d\». 8, MMQA Ang,. D ..in said County, wﬁmg to law and by authority, I duly
JOINED IN MARRIAGE hotnss (0 @db.

and there were present as witnesses.. .'TAVWLW Qdﬁ % g/m ﬂ’h-!faCQ ..........

Given under my hand, the uVVY‘VVVl W

ZL&@W“‘UWZ

* If lther party s under age, the written consent of thelr parents must bo fled, in which case the afidavit ahould show the fact as follows: “And hiss the written consent of his (or her) parentar™
41f under age, say: “And the written consent of (John Smith,) the parent of sald fled in my office.”
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Paulina and Her Families

Paulina was listed as “Lina” in the Indian census records. Paulina and her children are listed in the Indian census
records. The records also give clues about their relationships to others in the tribe. In most of the records Paulina
is listed with her brother Hiram (Hathu Mi) Chase. Paulina’s father is listed on the marriage certificate as Hiram
Chase (Hiram the Elder). Her father Hiram the Elder does not appear in other records. He was a white man and
government inspector on the reservation. Paulina and Hiram (Hathu Mi, The Younger) were about 5 years apart in

age. Hiram Chase was a well known attorney who advocated for Indian rights. (See p. 15). Hiram had a son who
was called Hiram Jr. in the Indian rolls.

In the 1880 U.S. Census, Paulina and Hiram Hathu Mi Chase were living as wards with the James Ashley Family in
the Village of Decatur, Burt County, Nebraska. The date of the census was 16 June 1880 In 1880, Paulina was 13

and her brother Hiram was 18. Paulina was in School and listed as a Ward. Hiram was also listed as a ward and did
labor.

James Ashley was born in England and was a hardware dealer. The Ashleys had 5 children and other people living
with them, including John Ashley (blacksmith, also born in England), James’ father, and a cousin C.J. Jackson who
was a teacher (Female age 31). The children were ages 3 months to 18 years. That was a full house!
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Paulina, Hiram and their families are Ilsted in the Omaha Indian rolls. They are listed ‘together’ either in the same
group (such as being part of the household) or separately. Paulina and her children (Eileen and John) are some-
times listed with her brother Hiram’s family. In later years, Eileen is listed a line or two below the Hiram family.

People with Indian heritage were listed on the rolls even if they did not live in the area. A record of Paulina's death
has not been found, but according to other references, her death year was 1894. Her name appears on the 1894
roll but not on the 1895 roll. The rolls were usually dated June of the year, so she died in the latter part of 1894.

*(p. 20, Supervisor’s District No. 2, Enumeration District No. 44)
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Indian Census (Roll)

The Indian Census was taken every year in the 1880s and 1890s (and still to this day). These census records kept
track of all people of Indian descent even if they did not live on the reservation. Paulina and her children are usu-
ally listed right after her brother Hiram. Her husband Charles Lawless is not listed because he did not have Indian
heritage. These records give us some clues about the family that are not necessarily found in other places. For

example, the 1891 Indian roll is the only record of Charles and Paulina’s son John who died before he was a year
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1889 Omaha Indian Census, June 30 1889.
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. ‘ This image is from the Indian Roll from June 1891.
)JMM @ZM& e : g/
“/"‘ﬁ””'%& ¥ # \ Al 35 Pauline(a) Chase Lawless is shown with her two chil-
Yo tfrlla | 7 ,3 b d dren, Eileen E. and John Wm(?) Sheely. This is the only
fcfu’fzé b g | . o time John shows in the Roll, so it is presumed that he
: 1 K 4 = 2 died after age 5 months.
e ?f’“ Lo
5 : ! it , Paulina and her family appear right after the Hiram
; L Chase family, so the presumption is that they were re-
M, C"/m faclies & ia% lated, but may have been living in different households.
|Bilieci " 1 # ;/ _;/ After Paulina died, Eileen continues to appear on the roll
ﬂ% M/% “ 2 s “Z- | very soon after the Hiram Chase family.
| i |

o 'Died, at the residence of Mrs. Eu-
i ENOLISH NAME. SEX.  RELATION. AGE gene Lawless, Saturday, Beptember
—f = Weekly Burtonian, | 8th, of consumption, Mrs Lina Chase

'/ﬂ) £ = @ (} 4 f 24 Sept 13, 1894 Lawless. The deceased was born at

Omabha agency twenty-five Years ago.

L AR -Q Do She, with her brother, Judge Hiram

Chase, of Pender, being left orphans at

1894 Omaha Indian Census, July 1894. an early age, made her home until of
. . i . age with Mr. and Mrs. James Ashley
This entry in the Indian Census is from 1894 and the last year of this place. She was married to
Paulina appears in the Indian Roll. The Weekly Burtonian report- Charles Lawless about six years ago.

She has been in delicate health for
geveral years, knowing all the while
tion and was buried on the Chase property on the Omaha Reser- that  the dread disease wduld soon
c¢laim her for its own.  She leaves a
husband and a little daughter to mourn
for ner. He remains were laid beside
those of her parents and littlé children
al the Omaha age m)

ed Paulina’s death as September 8, 1894. She died of consump-

vation.
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Charles Lawless

Charles was a farmer like his brother Eugene when he first moved to Deca-
tur. Charles probably didn’t own land in the area, but may have farmed
with his brother or the Chase family. A Pender Republic newspaper article
from 1900 (see P.9) identifies Charles as working as a railroad grader, but
we don’t know where he was based at that time. Charles or a family mem-
ber sent his daughter Eileen to live in Maryville Missouri some time be-
tween when Paulina died in 1894 and 1900. No record has been found
about that timing.

Charles worked as a Marine Shipper in Port Arthur, Texas*, according to
his death certificate. He probably moved there in 1899 or 1900. A note said
that at the time of his death, Charles had been living in Port Arthur for 14
years, so had probably moved by at least 1899.

The Decatur Herald published a couple of notices about Charles being ill
and then dying. It is likely that Eugene was with him when he died. Eugene
signed the death certificate as the Informant.

Charles was 47 when he died of heart disease or dropsy as the death notice
declared. The death certificate identifies the cause of death as “? Disease of

The Pender Republic, Nov 25, 1932
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Charles Lawless was over from the Oma-

ha Agency. He says there is no occupation

Heart”. Charles is also listed in a death index of the time.

Charles was taken to Macy, Nebraska for burial. No FindAGrave reference

has been found. His broth-
er Eugene brought his body
back to be buried in Macy,
Nebraska. The death notice
in the Pender paper states
he was buried on the Chase
homestead beside his wife
and child.

Decatur Herald, Jan 9, 1913

Mr. E W, Lawless received word
early yesterday morning that his
brother, Charles, who resides at Port
Arthur, Texas, was dangerously ill
and for him to come at once. Mr.
| Lawless boarded the afternoon train
| from Onawa, Charles Lawless has a
host of friends in Decatur who hope
for a speedy recovery.

Decatur Herald, Jan 16, 1913

A message tells of the death of Mr.
Chas. Lawless, at his home in Port
Arthur,. Texas, yesterday. The re-
mains is expected in Walthill' Satur-
day afternoon and the funeral is to be
‘held at Macy, Sunday, the interment
being made beside the wife and chil-
dren, who are buried on the Chase
farm near that nlare.

From The Pender Republic, Pender Nebraska,
17 Jan 1913.

Charles Lawless Dead. Charles Lawless died at
Port Arthur, Texas, Wednesday of this week of
dropsical trouble. He had been in poor health
for some time so that his death was not unex-
pected. Mr. Lawless was for several years a
resident of Thurston County and is known to a
large number of Republic readers. While a
resident of our county he took an interest in
public affairs and served several years as Coun-
ty Commissioner from his district.

He was married November 10, 1888 at Deca-
tur, Nebr to Miss Paulina Chase, a sister of our
townsman, Hiram Chase. Mrs. Lawless died a
number of years ago. She and a child** were
buried on the Chase homestead near Macy.
The body of Mr. Lawless will be brought to
Macy and buried by their side tomorrow, Sat-
urday, January 18.

** The child referred to would be John who
died as an infant. Marriage was 29 Nov 1887.

on earth like farming in this particular
section; an example a patch of beans

which cost him seven days labor, netted

him S63 cash. (1892)

* Port Arthur is east of Houston on the Gulf of Mexico. It is well known as a shipping location for oil and other commaodities.
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Charles Lawless Death Certificate The Pender Republic Aug 13, 1915.

'PLACE OF DEATH Texas State Poard of Health Order of Heanng on Probate
P f Foreign Will
County "/,%4//4 Gt STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH . 0 oreign »
5 ;. 1 y 232 t State of Nebraska, !/
City — Tl ca Registered No. ... ol 05l ns Thurston County, | Ss
:‘.; (No i At a County Court held at the County Court

Koo, in and for said county, this 11th day of
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- 33 X (COLOR OR RACE | $3MeOTE" UDATE OF DRATH 4/ less.
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m Han b o STy Kt The CAUSE OF DEATH® was as follows: Court of Jefferson County, State of Texas,
Wess | et may be pru‘»vo-d. am':m;rvd. lnr]'hlu;d. allowed
2 CUPATION . . :
285 | ®Tmdeprofessionor and recor e as the last will and testament
w & 3 }’,f,"é‘,'::,’,ﬁ"ﬁﬂ:}’{,‘,‘,;;,;;,‘,‘.";}'; """"" i : of sald Charles Lawless, deceased, and that
I A R e O e et it i etz the execution of said instrument may be
WE e | o i Y committed and the administration of sald
m 3 | Gulorean ) g s ey S estate may be granted 1o Eugene Lawless, as
Z 28 T . ; : i3 e administrator with the will annexed.
o *38 NAME O /Q / = Ordered, That September 6th, A. 1. 1915, at
H = . . 3
E-E [P S s Necotees 10 o'elock A M. Is assigned for hearing said
2 e RTHPLACK i 7 etitton, when all persons interested | id
28 || 5| orramar’ oﬂ b n, n sa
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wfa | "i\;pxmsumf . > | be held in and for sald County, and show
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} ok T TG SmPANY.PRINTERS, 3311:50m, [Reall Roy B. CARLBERG,
| 334 County Judge.

Charles left a will in Texas. (See P.16)
Thurston County Property

Charles’ daughter Eileen jointly owned property with her sister-in-law Cynthia Chase in Thurston County (E 1/2
SE 1/4, Section 26, T25N, R9E). Both died without a will. In 1922, Eugene Lawless filed a petition with the court
in Thurston County about a final settlement of the Charles Lawless estate. Eugene petitioned to purchase the
property for $6,600 and was granted a deed on July 1, 1922. The final action (settlement) on October 16, 1922
gave Eugene sole ownership of the property. The newspaper notice was the final step to complete the transfer.
The deed and other court documents are preserved in the Charles Lawless files. It is not known what happened
to the property after that, but it may have been farmed by Eugene’s son John Lawless who lived in Macy.

Order of Huﬁng and Notice on |’

‘ gk | County, on the 28th day of October
I -
| Petition for Settlement of 'A. D. 1932, at ten o'clock a. m. to

Pender Republic, i ;
" In the ('ourtmtt of Thurston ] IRV RO SUENU IR DU T e
20 Oct 1922 i(‘nuntv. S atrnaiin prayer of the petitioner should not
ﬁ'u'rr.‘mr NEBHRABKA, | be grunted\,,,and that notice of the
_Thurston County. ek : pendeney of said petition and the
‘ I'o aH‘]u»rﬂnnﬂ interested in the es- | hearing tnereof be given to all per-
jiate of Oharles Lawiese, decensed: |1 sons intercsted in said matter by
On reading the petition of Eugene | ( abltehin 1 f thi deit t.b.
'Lawless praying a fipal settlement |1 Ly . s o g L
and allowance of his account filedin | | Pender Republic, a weekly news-
this court on the 19th day of October, | 1 paper printed in said county, for one
1822, and for his discharge. ( successive week prior to said day of
It is hereby ordered that you and |’ hearing.
all persons interested in said matter | s (Seal) FrANK FLYnn,
may, and do, appear at the County |1 County Judge.
'Court te be hela in and for saidl! First publication Oct. 20th, 1-t.

Charles Leopold Lawless Family 7




(Mary) Eileen Lawless
Sister Mary Anselma

Sr Mary Anselma (Eileen) Lawless was born 8 Sep 1888 and died of tuberculosis on 4 Jun 1911 (aged 22). She was
buried at Saint Mary's Cemetery, Maryville, Nodaway County, Missouri, USA.

Some Confusions
Some of the records about Eileen are not consistent, so they are listed here.

Name: Her name appears in some records as Mary, in some as Mary Eileen, and some Mary E. Most of the Indian
roll entries identify her as Eileen Lawless. Mary seems to be an additional, unofficial name that may have been
given to Eileen at the hospital in Maryville Missouri. When she became a nun, Mary became an official part of her
name, a common practice when the vows were taken.

Birth Date: Eileen’s cemetery record shows her birth date as September 8. A notice in the Pender Republic paper
at the time identifies her birth date as September 15.

Hospital: The Maryville Hospital was referred to as St. Joseph Hospital in census records, but has a different name
today (Mosaic Medical Center). Sr. Anselma sent letters from Sisters of Saint Francis, which was probably the
convent associated with the hospital. She also wrote a letter to her cousin Anna Lawless on St. Francis Hospital
stationary, so it isn’t clear what the name of the hospital actually was. One of the census records clearly identifies
the hospital as St. Francis. Another census record does not identify the name of the hospital. A St. Joseph's hospi-
tal and/or school was located at the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde Missouri.

Religious Life: Eileen was apparently a Sister of St.
Francis. One of her letters to her Aunt Bessie Lawless
shows the Sisters as her address. She probably had
some connection with the Benedictines because of
the religious name she chose, but that connection is
not known. Her habit looks like the Benedictine hab-
it of the time (p. 10).

Occupation: Sr. M. Anselma was identified as a
teacher in one of the newspaper articles and as a
nurse in a census record. Possibly she did both.

For more about the Benedictine Sisters: (https://
benedictinesisters.org/subsectioncontent.php?
secid=6&subsecid=20) and https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
for a summary of the Clyde Missouri monastery.

The Pender Republic, Sept 15, 1933. (from 45 years ago)

Mary Eileen Lawless First Communion Picture. She looks like 8 I
Jirth yept. 8 a daug \
or 9 years old, but may have been older. The inscription on ,]'”"“& D€l ,“ a daughter to M:
and Mrs. M. W. Murray sr.: Sept
the back reads: , - . ; ’ ’
. . o , 10, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. J
To Aunt Bessie from her loving niece Mary W. Olbrey: Sept. 11, a daughter to
Victor Johnson (or Eugenia Lawless) wrote the name “Eileen Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Neff: Sept. 11, a
Lawless” on the back of the picture. twin daughters to Mr. and Mrs. Geo.
[.Lamson; Sept. 15, a daughter to M:
and Mrs. Chas. Lawless.
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Eileen Lawless in Indian Rolls and U.S. Census

The Pender Republic, 13 July 1900 What happened to Eileen when her mother died? We know that by the 1900

U.S. Census, Eileen age 11/12 and was living as a Boarder at St. Joseph’s Hos-

y — —

.

The little eleven-year-old daughter

f | of Chas. Lawless whose mother, & sis- pital in Maryville City, Polk Township Missouri. Her name is listed as Mary in
p | ter of Hiram Chase, has been dead for

six or seven yaars, was the subject of that census.

juite an interesting contest in the
pr | county eourt last Monday. The litle |15 3 pender Republic newspaper article from July 13, 1900, we get the fol-
) | girl, who had been with her father for
1 | some time in a railroad graders camp, lowing information about Eileen. Eileen is not mentioned by name, but only
i | was taken in charge nearly six years
- | ago by a catholic priest down in Mis- as the daughter of Charles Lawless.

k | scuri and sinee that time reared and
| [educated in his housebold. It was| e Eileen had been living with her father in a railroad grader’s camp ‘for
» | supposed till very recently that the .

child was without means. Last week some time’.

b | the little girl, in company with two
b | sisters of mercy, came up to Pender, e Six years previously she was sent to live in a Catholic priest’s household

the former to visit and the letter to

b | learn what they could about the little in Missouri. That would have been 1894 or 1895 and probably soon after
b | girl's condition. The next day after . . .. . :
arrival here, Hiram Chase, her uncle, her mother died. Was Eileen living with Charles before her mother died?

h | knowing that the child’s father was an
k | improper person to have the care and

We don’t know, but it is likely he tried to take care of her.

custody of the child, applied for guar-

dlanship for the child before the coun- ® Eileen inherited some Indian Iands, so she had ‘means’. "

ty court which was granted temporari-

ly. A couple of days later the father e Hiram Chase said Charles was an improper person to care for Eileen and
b | of the child and the priest mentioned

before came up to Pender desiring to wanted to have guardianShip'

have i arranged so that the priest
could have charge of her and quite a e The Judge gave the guardianship to the priest, M.W. Murray.
legal battle was indulged in before
Judge Comstock, who finally decided, i i i
and & stipulation by all parties sgree. | ®  Charles and the priest (presumably M.W. Murray) took Eileen to Mis-
ing thereto, to appoint M. W. Murray souri

her guardian. This done, the little '

girl was committed to the care of this . . .
| priest for & couple of years to ensble | 1H€ 1900 census shows Eileen at the St. Joseph’s Hospital in June, so we can

o lo fnish her preparatory educs-|  a5sume that was considered being in the household of the priest since it was
tion and she, in company with the

" | priest and her father, left Monday| a Catholic hospital and she was a ‘boarder’. The hospital was run by Sisters.
evening for Missourl,

v

Possibly she lived in the convent with the Sisters.

Eileen spent most of her young life living with nuns. It is not surprising that she became a nun herself when
she came of age. We don’t know why she was sent to Missouri, but can speculate that her uncle Eugene may
have followed some suggestions from the local Catholic church. Possibly there was some connection between
the Catholic Communities.

Eileen may have lived for a time with the Eugene Lawless family near Decatur after her mother died. Eileen
and her cousin Anna appear to have been close. They traded letters and they seem to have great affection for
each other. Anna and her older sister Minnie were sent to the St. Joseph’s Academy Catholic school attached
to the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration Monastery in Clyde MO to study for their confirmations. Sr.
Anselma also stayed in touch with her ‘beloved’ Aunt Bessie (Lawless).

i 27 ST X e o2 2 B L1572/ 2] 8

31 | ch e ) R | 7 W e This is the listing of Mary (Eileen)

32 ‘ s i

i Letded o bhenatice Jeloooons S i Bl 6 Lawless in the 1900 Census where

S AN e 04 5 decacisatie B D:cid isps g0 3L . -

34 B e Lot B I et she is shown as a boarder living at St.

35 ~ 7 ! Sk 2 . . . .
Lozt Cbxinal Chiinide | @ Quua 1392 7S Francis Hospital in Maryville MO.

o N iy P\ R Ll Vox B e sual ol

37 | { d. SN A ~ -

* Land records with Eileen’s name were found. See the Appendix.

Charles Leopold Lawless Family
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The picture of Sister Mary (Eileen) Anselma Lawless was taken in
Maryville, Missouri.

Minnie and Anna Lawless both attended the St. Joseph’s Academy
boarding school that the Sisters ran near the Monastery in Clyde,
Missouri. Apparently there was also a hospital with the same name
at the Monastery.

Sr. Mary A Lawless in the 1910 Census, St. Francis Hospital, Polk
Township, Nodaway County Missouri. City of Maryville, Census
taken May 7 1910. She was a nun by then and her occupation is
shown as Nurse. She could read and write (far right column).

“Auntie B from Sr. M.A.”
Note the text in German.
Means: “Your Will Be Done”

Decatur Herald, April 4, 1907.

A

E W. Lawless returned from
Marysville, Mo., the latter part of
last week, whers he accompanid
his youngest daughter, Anna, wko

there fo complete her churel
studies preparatory to confirma

tion, She will also enjoy -a visi
with her cousin, Sister Anselmu,
formerly Bileen Lawless, daughter
of Chas, Lawless, who 18 one of the
instractors in the school, Kugene
reports crops a¢ looking fine, cattle
are in‘the pastures and the gardens
are all up, It rained considerable
while he was there.

witbenter the St Josesh's Hospitall

Charles Leopold Lawless Family
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5 v / g vss Letters
@A F, 1905~ This was written by

7/ M/M,Lé Eileen Lawless to her
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September 1908: Sister Anselma was living in Maryville Missouri at the Sisters of St. Francis when she wrote this letter
to her cousin Anna (Lawless). Anna was studying for her confirmation at the St. Joseph Academy in Clyde Missouri at
the time. Anna was at the Academy in 1908 and 1909. This series of 3 letters were all sent to Anna at St. Joseph'’s.
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Letters (cont.)
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Letters (cont.)

January 20, 1909: Sr. Anselma is at the hospital in Oklahoma City where she is probably being treated for tuberculosis. In
the first letter she talks about gaining weight and feeling better. having to gain more before she is released. Two letters

were sent from there.
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Letters (cont.)

February 21, 1909: Sr Anselma is still in the hospital in Oklahoma City and talks on the second page about her
health. She says she can return home when she weighs 131 pounds and has 9 1/2 pounds to go. She was back at
the St. Francis Hospital in Maryville by the time of the 1910 Census. (See p. 10)
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Letters (cont.)

4 St. Francis Bospital
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Conducted by Sisters of St. Francis
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From Sr. Anselma
to her cousin
Anna Lawless, .

April 1910.
Auntie is Bessie .
Lawless. mﬁﬁ M/YM
J{/ 7 AN aRi A £ - OM/ =
ST LTI MWl k.
R G i

A Last page.

Maryville, Mo., 19 These letters are not

B EE T o v o)

L g
LY o1 A
v S 2l e atise (Sl
B WY ) %/‘—Cj’}%
- W/zi;e%m,

momentous in a sense
of great revelations.
However, they give us a
snapshot of who the
people are and what
their concerns were at
the time.

It is special to see these
letters, the handwriting,
and know that they
were written by our
relatives at the time.
They held these letters
and packaged them.

They survived the years!
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Newspaper Items related to Charles and Eileen Lawless

Decatur Herald, June 15, 1911

4-5-6th.

In the death of his moomplmhed
|daughter, Eileen, Chas, Lawless
has the sympathy of all hls De
tur friends.

The Pender Republlc, Feb 3,1922

Ll On Thursday of last weektl
i.Iudge Welsh held court in Pen-
der to hear several cases in|q
| which Hiram Chase raised the
'r|1matinn of the right of the state
[ |and county to tax any property |il
'belonging to Indians, and urged
that such taxation was a viola
tion of the treaty with the In-
;dians. In other cases Judge
Chase urged that no white per-
'l son could inberit from an Indian,
that only blecod relatives could
inherit, The cases of Springer
vs, Andrew Lieb and Springer
vs. Lawless involved this ques-
‘I tion, The Court decidéd ad
)| versely to Judge Chase on both
.| the questions of taxation and of
J II inheritance.

The Pender Republic, Dec 15, 1922.

‘_’ —
INDIAN ATTORNEY 8AYS
LOWER COURT ERRED

Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 8 (8pecial).—
Hiram Chase, Indian lawver of Thur-
ston ¢ounty, has asked the supreme
courf. to be allowed to file a suit to
mandamus District Judge Graves in
order to stay a decree of his giving
Fugene Lawless half of a quarter
section that Chase says belongs en-
tirely to him. He claims that the dig-
trict judge denied him, by entertaining
it as a suit in equity, his right to a
trial by jury, and that he had no jur-
isdiction to enter the decree he did,

Charles Leopold Lawless Family

; Ohas. Lawhawhouud tomlldohm.

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Jul_5__1900

_Sss  wwasz 3 Ry S Taita. gn

The_Lyons_Weekly_Sun_Wed__Jul_11__1900

Sister Gertrude and Sister Serphine,
{of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Marysville,
Miseouri, were the guests of KEugene
LawYess and family east of Lyons last
week,’ In company with them was
Mary Lawless, theonly child of Charles
Lawless. Shortly after the death of
Mrs. Lawlees geveral years ago Charles
went to Port Arthur, Texas where he
now is and the little girl entered a con-
vent. She owns conesiderable land in
Thureton county left to her by her
mother and the sisters came up to look
after Mary’s interests. They were also
selling chances on a lot in St. Louis at
$1 per chance. - They returned home
by the way of Lyons last Friday.

PO S|

ot et Se

Sk Sl bk oh e O e

The Pender Republic, April 14, 1922,

T

Awvy, J. A, Singhaus was up
from Tekamah last Saturday as
attorney in the Chase-Lawless
case which has veen pending in
district court several months.

e —

The Pender Republic, March 3, 1922

[

Atty. Hiram Chase was over
from Macy yesterday, having a
hearing in district court on the
Lawless case which has been

pending in court for a long tiwe.
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/| Wa tae we Morris

.| Me ha we Keece Leaning

Toe Public I Informed that te following lst of Inberised lodiss
lands, wihin the unmmm-ru-uu-ﬁ'
' of Ube At of Congrees approved May 21, 102,

EM SEY, 161259, Me gthe tain Clay

- Advertised February 21, |90:7.
- “Bids Opened, May 22, 1907.

oy

Stephen Wells

Ex% NEY 33-26-0
Allce Harlan Freemont

Horace Wells

Stephen Wells Ny SEY 33-26-9 Ma za pa wa Wells
‘| Edward Wells ;

NE§ SW} 33-26.9
EY% NW 32-26-9

NWiSWY 34269

'Mary__\_\[oLMorr.is-
Thatade we Keech

Eliza Robinson Drum

‘Samuel Ilrwin

John Wood f
Mabel Freemont Mitchell
Marguerite Freemont
(ames Rarter ——
Mary Porter

William P. Callon

As sa hoo bae Mitchell
Grant

Me me ta M. Grant

Neal Mitchell

Gladys Mitchell

Stella Mitchell Grant

Eileen Lawless

George Irwin

Mary Butler

SE} NW} 5.24.9-
S} NW}35-26:8

o~

Gtha de gthe tha

SWi NE} 17-24-9
' . Mitchell

Lots 5 nd Paulina Chase

- e — -

Charles Lawless (74.60

A.) 80-25-10

The Pender Republic, Jan 10, 1936

The Improvements on the SWA NEX, 17:249, are Not 1p be told —
i Wﬁh the Land: — —

(Roy B. Carlberg, Attorney)
NOTICE OF SALE "

Notice is hereby given that by vir-
tue of an Order of Sale issued by
the Clerk of the District Court of
the Eighth Judicial District of Ne-
braska, within and for Thurston
County. in an action wherein the
Fremont Joint Stock Land Bank of
Fremont, Nebraska, is Plaintiff, and
Eugene W. Lawless, widower; C A.
Fisk and wife, Etta Belle Fisk;
\'' F. Truesdell, and White
Investment Company, are Defend-
ants, I will, at one o'clock P. M., on
the 21st day of January, A. D. 1936,
at the East front door of the Court
House in Pender, Thurston County,
Nebraska, offer for sale at public
auction, the following described
lands and tenements, to-wit:

The East Half of the South-
east Quartet of Section Twenty-
six, Townshi ﬁn"{'wenty - five,
Range Nine,

Thurston County. Ne-
braska
Given under my hand this 19th
day of December A.D., 1935,
RAY ELLIOTT,
Case No. 4643 Sheriff.
First publiuhon Dec. 20. 5t-6

Weekly Burtonian (Tekamah NE), Feb 27, 1896

Elrzabeth Ford to

Real Estz: Transfers.

Y intinwk wig

B e s $ 825 00

Chas Hegert to Henry (..hrlstensen

wd, n¥ nwik, 27-21
Paulina C Lawless {

wd, sel{, 32-24-10. .
Helen D Thomas to

by, sp wd, (ot 2, bl

Lucinda B Ash-
150, Tekamal..

The Pender Republic, May 19, 1922.

Attorney J. A. Singhaus of|(
Tekamah, accompanied by his|]
wife, was here Monday as attor |f

(
q

The Pender Republic, Sept 15, 1922

ney in the KEugene Lawle‘ss
re!eree sale.

| M thc refe;eea sale of realJ(
oiw.e, in whigb Eugene Lawlas- |

Charles Leopold Lawless Family 17



Hiram Chase

Hiram Hathu Mi Chase was Paulina’s older brother and an attorney who
had a lot of influence in the Omaha tribe.

Hiram Chase is an interesting character. His actions give some insight into
the Omaha tribe and how things worked at the time. He is included in this
book because of his interactions with the Lawless family. A page in Wikipe-
dia has information about him. Other sources give more information about
who he was and what he did. Newspapers of the time also had quite a bit
of additional information about his activities.

From Wikipedia- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Chase

“Hiram Chase born on the Omaha Reservation on September 9, 1861,

in Macy, Thurston County, Nebraska. Chase was the great grandson of
Omaha Chief Mohwoorgga. His father, Hiram Chase, Sr., was an inter-
preter and a post trader among the Omaha Indians, having come to Ne-
braska in 1854. Hiram attended mission schools on the Omaha Reserva-
tion in Nebraska until he was 15, then St. Stephen's Lutheran Academy

in Zelienople, Pennsylvania, and Peru State College in Peru, Nebraska.
Chase studied law at the Cincinnati Law School graduating with a Bache-
lor of Law degree, and in 1889 was the first Native American admitted to
the bar in Nebraska. In 1892, Chase and fellow Omaha, Thomas L. Sloan,
formed "Sloan & Chase, Attorneys-At-Law", the first Native American law
firm in the United States. In 1893, Chase was elected County Judge

of Thurston County, Nebraska, and served one term. In 1898, he was elect-
ed County Attorney and re-elected in 1901. Chase was the first to record
the Omaha language on paper. In 1897. Chase wrote "O MU HU W B GRa
Za: The Chase System of Reading and Recording the Omaha and Other Indi-
an Languages." In 1884, Chase married Miss Cynthia Snyder and together
they had seven children. Chase was involved in local community projects
and a lifelong Freemason. “

Hiram was active in the community and was recognized as “a clear and flu-
ent speaker”. He was selected by the Omaha Tribal Council along with sev-
eral others to represent the tribe in Washington DC.

Hiram was an accomplished and well-recognized attorney and Native
American civil rights advocate. He had several appearances at the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He also had an alcohol problem and took treatment at the
Keely Institute in Omaha. (The Decatur Herald, April 11, 1907)

Hiram Chase died in Chadron, Nebraska, on December 3, 1928, while vis-
iting his daughter. Preceded in death by his wife of 33 years, he was sur-
vived by seven children. Burial was in Rose Hill Cemetery at Pender, Ne-

braska. (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/81019804/hiram-

john _hatu mi-chase)

Charles Leopold Lawless Family

Cynthia Snyder

o

Chase

Red-Man Helper, Mar 6, 1903.
Published by apprentices at the Indian
Industrial School, Carlisle, PA.

GOT HIS EDUCATION AWAY
THE TRIBE.

FROM

Hiram Chase, a half breed of the Omaha
is County Attorney of Thurston
County and went recently to Linecoln
appeared before the court rep-
Bird,

whi in-

tribe

where he
resenting the decendants of Black

Chief of the Omahas in a case

land.
Attorney Chase comes' fro

volves milliong of acres of
of distinguished ancestry on both sides.
His
Wahnookega,

o 3 el

grandmother was the daughter of
the C(mahsa chiel whose
appears on all treatier signed by
the Omahas.

Attorney Chase was born on the Omaha
Regervation, now Thuraton county. He
wane educated at Goverpment schools,
then at the State Normal Sc¢hool at Pera
after praduating at Peru he attended the
Cincinnati Colls nf Law and graduated
.|||'|'|' | the
He is very proud of his ancestry.

n Miss Cynthia Snyder, a
it Wew York State,

bo. Feach

n LSRO wit onors of his elass
Hr married
iighly educated Indy
who went to Tl
the Indians., They have four boys and
thres who ara being educated as
the better class of white children are,
they are old enough they will ba
ent to the Nebraska.—

mder Times

iarston county
rirls
AR
Mo AR

| niversity of
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Miscellaneous Documents

Charles Lawless Left a Will in Texas

It appears that the will was probated after his death. He may have had a written will, but the record of the will is in the County
records. It looks like the probate record is a copy of the original written into the County Will Book.

Charles Lawless

Texas, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1833-1974
Residence Date: Abt 1913

Residence Place: Jefferson, Texas

Will Date: 7 Jan 1913

Probate Date: 7 Jan 1913

Probate Place:  Jefferson, Texas, USA
Inferred Death Year: Abt 1913
Inferred Death Place: Texas, USA
Case Number: 1018

Item Description: Vol 13-14, 1912-1914
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Charles Lawless Will (Continued)
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Charles Lawless Proof of Will and Probate Summary
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e The Charles Lawless will was written on 7 January 1913 in the presence of Warren G. Young and J.W. Williams.

e The official record was probably copied from Charles’

handwritten will.

e Direct that he buried beside his wife near Macy in Thurston County, Nebraska.

e Debts and obligations to be paid from his estate.

e Bequeath to Eugene Lawless his real personal property except for 5 lots of land situated in Mission View Addition* to
the City of San Antonio. Those lots of land were bequeathed to Dora and Andrew Bock (?) and their children. Lee Bock

was his executor.
e  Proof of the Will was filed on 12 August 1913. The will

was probated on 12 August 1913.

e Lee Bock was accepted as Executor. Travis Lambert and W.N. McReynolds were appointed to appraise the estate. No

appraisal has been found.

*Mission View is in the SE part of San Antonio, Texas.

Charles Leopold Lawless Family
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Timeline for Paulina and Eileen Lawless on Indian Roll and U.S. Census

Census Census Name(s) Age(s) Comment
type Yr
Indian 1886 Paulina 19 Paulina is shown in the household of James Ashley.
rolls
1887 Paulina Paulina married in 1887 at age 20.
1888 Eileen Birth 8 Sep 1888
1889 Paulina 22 Paulina age Ok.
Eileen E 8 mo Eileen b Sept 1888 birth date.
1890 Paulina 23 Paulina Age OK as shown in the roll. However, Eileen was
Eileen (sp. Eilene) 9/12 born in Sept 1888. This must be an error.
born Sept/89
1891 Pauline 24
Eileen E 2
John Wm Sheely 5/12
1892 Paulina 25 Paulina age OK
30 Jan Eileen 3 John died between June 1891 and January 1892.
1893 Paulina 26 Listed as part of Hiram Chase family.
Eileen 3
1894 Paulina 26 Paulina should be 27.
Eileen 4
1895 Eileen 5 No mother. Assume Paulina died after June 1894.
1896 Eileen 5 Eileen should be age 6.
MO US 1900 Eileen 11 Eileen was a Boarder at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Maryville
census 13 June City, Polk Township Missouri. Her name is listed as Mary.
Indian 1901 Eileen 10 Single (Eileen was 12 in June 1901, so the age is not cor-
rolls rect.)
1903 Eileen 13 BHS — By Herself (She was probably 14)
1905 Eileen 17 Indian Census, listed as Ward.
1906 Eileen 18 Ward
1907 Eileen 19 Ward
1908 Eileen 20 BHS (Sp. Ilene Lawless)
1909 Eileen 21 BHS
MO US 1910 Eileen 22 BHS — (In Missouri Census and Indian roll)
census Eileen is shown as Mary A Lawless, Sister, Age 22. Ei-
leen’s religious name was Sr. Mary Anselma Lawless.
Indian 1911 Eileen 22 Eileen died 4 Jun 1911 and does not appear in later rolls.
Rolls

This table summarizes the places where Paulina and Eileen show up in the Indian rolls and Cen-
sus records. The Indian Census information is fairly consistent, but some of the ages don’t match
what is known from previous records—mainly on ages. The notes above identify where there are
discrepancies.

Charles is not shown in the Indian Census because he was not of Omaha Indian heritage.

Charles Leopold Lawless Family
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More About Charles Lawless Family

Lyons Mirror, January 15, 1891

- Charles Lawless. who toarried in
to the Omaha tribe, Las been appointed
county commissioner, of Thurston Co,
to fill vacaney caused by the resigna
tion of Mr. Wheelar, another white
man who lived on the Omaha reserva-
tion vuul recently. Uis family have
fallen heir Lo an estate in Indian Ter-
rvors. and be has moved there: |

M vl
e J‘;"-.ﬁl.n | et N YOS

Lyons Mirror, Aug 24, 1893

= Mrs. Charles Lawless came in from |
the Omaha Agency Wednesday en-
route to Pender, accompanied byT
Mrs. Atkins of Homer. Mrs. Lawless
is in very delicate health and it isto ke
hoped she will profit by her journey,

Lyons Mirror, January 4, 1894

Lyons Mirror, January 29, 1891

pupulation of Decatur and vienity the
pastoweek. An oaimy of little onew
i;ru_mu tostay.  Born to Amy Weleh and

Wite, a son; Mrs and My, iSugene
[ Brewer, a son; Mr. and Mrs. Salsbury.
i;l sohy Mr. and  Mrs. Geen. Calnon, a
pdanghter; Mr, ana  Mys, Lawless, a
pdavghter. Phelatter is moy e fortunate
| thit his white brothers as every child
! born on the reservation is équivalent to
Lo, —=Herald,

| I1 [ i '

Ll There was HuHe—an-iterease in tha |

=

M hﬂmud family are spend-

Decatur Herald, January 16, 1913

Charlés Lawless Dies _
A message tells of the death of Mr.

Chas. Lawless, at his home in Port
Arthur,. Texas, yesterday. The re-
mains is expected in Walthill" Satur-
day afternoon and the funeral is to be
‘held at Macy, Sunday, the interment
being made beside the wife and chil-
dren, who are buried on the Chase
farm near that place.

(Charles’ daughter Eileen is buried in Missouri. His son John
was buried on the Chase farm.)

Charles Leopold Lawless Family

This may be an error. Charles and Paulina had a son in Jan-

uary of 1891. John DeCourcy Lawless, son of Eugene and
Bessie was born Feb 21, 1891, so the newspaper item is
not likely referring to that birth. Charles and Eugene were
the only Lawless’ known to live in Decatur at that time.

Tekamah Journal, July 4, 1901

—_—

Chas. Lawless, a farmer living

dies, says in the Lyons Mirror of last

3 shoats up to a Mr. Fitch on the
reservation for a tesé against hog

Should these stand the test I have
over 80 that I will place in any herd
infected with cholera, I will begreat-
ly obliged to anyone who will inform
me from now on of any herd infected
with cholera so that I can take some
pigs there. This is for the benefit of
those engaged in the swine Industry,
and all should take deep interest in
this new discovery. Should these
three pigs die from cholera it will not
gshake my belief in the theory a parti-
cle; it will be because I've made a
mistake, and if so I know just when
and where I made it. When I treated
the dam of these I did not know so
much about the laws of immunity as
1 do now. Consequently the next
generation will be cholera proof.”

Cholera Immunes. 8

between Decatur and Lyons, having |¢
experimented with hog cholera reme- |j

week: “On the 16th of June I took 8

. gholera: - He-has lost- about 100- head: |
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