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This is the story of the Charles Lawless family. Charles was the brother of Eugene Lawless, our great-
grandfather on the Lawless side.  

The informaƟon in this chapter is derived from several sources. The public sources are census records 
and newspaper arƟcles. Victor Johnson collected leƩers and photos that were preserved by Eugenia 
Lawless. The photos and leƩers are precious arƟfacts that reveal the characters of some of our ances-
tors as well as giving us clues about their lives beyond the bare facts. 

Significant names in this story are Leopold and Eileen. Anna Lawless named two of her children aŌer 
her uncle and cousin. Paulina may have been the inspiraƟon for Dorothy Johnson Lichty naming one of 
her daughters Pauline. However, it is not known if Dorothy knew any of the Charles Lawless story. 

 

Decatur Area Map 
Most of the Lawless family stories center around Deca-
tur, Nebraska. The Eugene Lawless family lived just a 
few miles west of Decatur. Charles Lawless also lived in 
the area, but probably did not own land. The Oliver and 
Anna (Lawless) Johnson family lived just west of Lyons 
in the early years. 

Charles Lawless’ brother-in-law Hiram Chase The 
Younger was based in Pender.  

Maryville and Clyde Missouri 

Eileen Lawless spent most of her childhood and brief 
adult life in Maryville, Missouri, just South of the city of 
Omaha. Minnie and Anna Lawless aƩended a school in 
Maryville and Clyde, Missouri.  
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Family StaƟsƟcs 
Charles Leopold Lawless b. 24 Mar 1865 in Rathmines, Dublin South, County Dublin, Ireland, d. 1913 in Port 
Arthur, Jefferson County, Texas and was buried in Burt County NE. 

Parents of Charles were William John Lawless (b.1830, deceased) and Louise Marie Denise (Denis) Van Laer 
(b. 1840, deceased). 

Eugene William Lawless was a brother of Charles. EW Lawless married Elizabeth (Bessie) DeCourcy 
and they were the parents of Anna (Anne) Josephine Lawless Johnson. 

Charles married Paulina “Lina” Chase (b.1867/9, d. 8 September 1894 in Burt County NE) on November 22, 
1887 in Decatur NE.  

Charles and Paulina had two children: (Mary) Eileen Lawless (b. 8 Sept 1888—d. 4 June 1911) and 
John Wm(?) Sheely Lawless (b. Jan/Feb 1891—d. aŌer June 1891 and before Jan 1892). 

John died as an infant. Eileen died of tuberculosis at age 22. 

Their Story 
Eugene (EW) Lawless came to Decatur Nebraska in 1880 for the first Ɵme. Charles followed Eugene and ar-
rived in about 1884 (?). He may have lived with the Eugene Lawless family for a Ɵme. The Eugene Lawless 
home was just a few miles from Decatur.  Charles was involved in the Decatur community and a newspaper 
note said that he had been elected County Commissioner several Ɵmes. 

Charles and Paulina Chase likely knew each other because the community was rural and rather small. Paulina 
lived with the James Ashley family in the town of Decatur aŌer her parents died. The social scene at the Ɵme 
consisted of visits with friends and occasional house dances. They may have met in a social situaƟon or possi-
bly through business dealings in the town.  

Charles and Paulina were married in Decatur at the house of James Ashley on November 22, 1887. The mar-
riage was performed by an ordained Minister of the Gospel, Pres (Presbyterian?) Church. Several witnesses 
are listed on the marriage cerƟficate, but Eugene Lawless is not one. 

Paulina was a daughter of Hiram Chase (The Elder) and Nungainsa (Nunzainza) (Clarissa) Noyes (Noyse). Nun-
galinsa was a member of the Omaha Indian Tribe in Macy NE, about 10 miles north of Decatur. Hiram Chase 
The Elder, was a government inspector, and Paulina’s mother, Nunzainza, was the granddaughter of 
Wahnookega, chief of the Omaha Indians. Wahnookega’s name appears on all treaƟes signed to the Omahas. 
(He signed the treaty between the United States and the Omahas in 1854. His other name was Noise.) A note 
on a family group sheet idenƟfies Paulina as 1/4 Indian, so her mother must have been half Indian. 

Charles and Paulina lived in Decatur or nearby, but very liƩle informaƟon 
survives about their earlier life. The family is menƟoned in the Decatur 
Herald and Decatur AdverƟser, papers that started publicaƟon in about 
1895. During those years, quite a lot of references are found related to 
the Lawless family, but only a few about Charles, Paulina, and Eileen Law-
less. Some informaƟon about their story is also found in The Pender Re-
public paper where Hiram Chase (The Younger), Paulina’s brother lived.  

Decatur Herald, Mar 2, 1922 
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Charles and Paulina Marriage Record 
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Paulina and Her Families 

Paulina was listed as “Lina” in the Indian census records.  Paulina and her children are listed in the Indian census 
records. The records also give clues about their relaƟonships to others in the tribe.  In most of the records Paulina 
is listed with her brother Hiram (Hathu Mi) Chase. Paulina’s father is listed on the marriage cerƟficate as Hiram 
Chase (Hiram the Elder). Her father Hiram the Elder does not appear in other records. He was a white man and 
government inspector on the reservaƟon.  Paulina and Hiram (Hathu Mi, The Younger) were about 5 years apart in 
age. Hiram Chase was a well known aƩorney who advocated for Indian rights. (See p. 15). Hiram had a son who 
was called Hiram Jr. in the Indian rolls.  

In the 1880 U.S. Census, Paulina and Hiram Hathu Mi Chase were living as wards with the James Ashley Family in 
the Village of Decatur, Burt County, Nebraska. The date of the census was 16 June 1880.x  In 1880, Paulina was 13 
and her brother Hiram was 18. Paulina was in School and listed as a Ward. Hiram was also listed as a ward and did 
labor.  

James Ashley was born in England and was a hardware dealer. The Ashleys had 5 children and other people living 
with them, including John Ashley (blacksmith, also born in England), James’ father, and a cousin C.J. Jackson who 
was a teacher (Female age 31). The children were ages 3 months to 18 years. That was a full house!   

 

 

 

1885 Census 

Paulina (Lina) is 
18 and “at 
school”. 

 

Paulina, Hiram and their families are listed in the Omaha Indian rolls.  They are listed ‘together’ either in the same 
group (such as being part of the household) or separately. Paulina and her children (Eileen and John) are some-
Ɵmes listed with her brother Hiram’s family. In later years, Eileen is listed a line or two below the Hiram family. 

People with Indian heritage were listed on the rolls even if they did not live in the area. A record of Paulina’s death 
has not been found, but according to other references, her death year was 1894. Her name appears on the 1894 
roll but not on the 1895 roll. The rolls were usually dated June of the year, so she died in the laƩer part of 1894.  

x(p. 20, Supervisor’s District No. 2, EnumeraƟon District No. 44) 
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Indian	Census	(Roll) 

The Indian Census was taken every year in the 1880s and 1890s (and sƟll to this day). These census records kept 
track of all people of Indian descent even if they did not live on the reservaƟon. Paulina and her children are usu-
ally listed right aŌer her brother Hiram. Her husband Charles Lawless is not listed because he did not have Indian 
heritage.  These records give us some clues about the family that are not necessarily found in other places. For 
example, the 1891 Indian roll is the only record of Charles and Paulina’s son John who died before he was a year 
old.  

1889 Omaha Indian Census, June 30 1889. 

1894 Omaha Indian Census, July 1894. 

This entry in the Indian Census is from 1894 and  the last year 
Paulina appears in the Indian Roll. The Weekly Burtonian report-
ed Paulina’s death as September 8, 1894. She died of consump-
Ɵon and was buried on the Chase property on the Omaha Reser-
vaƟon.  

This image is from the Indian Roll from June 1891. 

Pauline(a) Chase Lawless is shown with her two chil-
dren, Eileen E. and John Wm(?) Sheely. This is the only 
Ɵme John shows in the Roll, so it is presumed that he 
died aŌer age 5 months. 

Paulina and her family appear right aŌer the Hiram 
Chase family, so the presumpƟon is that they were re-
lated, but may have been living in different households. 

AŌer Paulina died, Eileen conƟnues to appear on the roll 
very soon aŌer the Hiram Chase family. 

Charles Lawless Family 

Eileen (age 1 1/2 ?),  
Paulina, Charles 

 

Weekly Burtonian,  
Sept 13, 1894 
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Charles was a farmer like his brother Eugene when he first moved to Deca-
tur. Charles probably didn’t own land in the area, but may have farmed 
with his brother or the Chase family. A Pender Republic newspaper arƟcle 
from 1900 (see P.9) idenƟfies Charles as working as a railroad grader, but 
we don’t know where he was based at that Ɵme. Charles or a family mem-
ber sent his daughter Eileen to live in Maryville Missouri some Ɵme be-
tween when Paulina died in 1894 and 1900. No record has been found 
about that Ɵming.  

Charles worked as a Marine Shipper in Port Arthur, Texas*, according to 
his death cerƟficate. He probably moved there in 1899 or 1900. A note said 
that at the Ɵme of his death, Charles had been living in Port Arthur for 14 
years, so had probably moved by at least 1899.  

The Decatur Herald published a couple of noƟces about Charles being ill 
and then dying. It is likely that Eugene was with him when he died. Eugene 
signed the death cerƟficate as the Informant. 

Charles was 47 when he died of heart disease or dropsy as the death noƟce 
declared. The death cerƟficate idenƟfies the cause of death as “? Disease of 
Heart”.  Charles is also listed in a death index of the Ɵme.   

Charles was taken to Macy, Nebraska for burial. No FindAGrave reference 
has been found. His broth-
er Eugene brought his body 
back to be buried in Macy, 
Nebraska. The death noƟce 
in the Pender paper states 
he was buried on the Chase 
homestead beside his wife 
and child. 

* Port Arthur is east of Houston on the Gulf of Mexico. It is well known as a shipping locaƟon for oil and other commodiƟes. 

Charles Lawless 

Decatur Herald, Jan 9, 1913 

Decatur Herald, Jan 16, 1913 

From The Pender Republic, Pender Nebraska, 
17 Jan 1913. 
Charles Lawless Dead. Charles Lawless died at 
Port Arthur, Texas, Wednesday of this week of 
dropsical trouble. He had been in poor health 
for some Ɵme so that his death was not unex-
pected. Mr. Lawless was for several years a 
resident of Thurston County and is known to a 
large number of Republic readers. While a 
resident of our county he took an interest in 
public affairs and served several years as Coun-
ty Commissioner from his district. 
He was married November 10, 1888 at Deca-
tur, Nebr to Miss Paulina Chase, a sister of our 
townsman, Hiram Chase. Mrs. Lawless died a 
number of years ago. She and a child** were 
buried on the Chase homestead near Macy. 
The body of Mr. Lawless will be brought to 
Macy and buried by their side tomorrow, Sat-
urday, January 18. 
 
  ** The child referred to would be John who 
died as an infant. Marriage was 29 Nov 1887. 

The Pender Republic, Nov 25, 1932 

Charles Lawless was over from the Oma-
ha Agency. He says there is no occupaƟon 
on earth like farming in this parƟcular 
secƟon; an example a patch of beans 
which cost him seven days labor, neƩed 
him $63 cash. (1892) 
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Charles Lawless Death CerƟficate 

Charles leŌ a will in Texas. (See P.16) 

Thurston County Property 

Charles’ daughter Eileen jointly owned property with her sister-in-law Cynthia Chase in Thurston County (E 1/2 
SE 1/4, SecƟon 26, T25N, R9E). Both died without a will. In 1922, Eugene Lawless filed a peƟƟon with the court 
in Thurston County about a final seƩlement of the Charles Lawless estate. Eugene peƟƟoned to purchase the 
property for $6,600 and was granted a deed on July 1, 1922. The final acƟon (seƩlement) on October 16, 1922 
gave Eugene sole ownership of the property. The newspaper noƟce was the final step to complete the transfer. 
The deed and other court documents are preserved in the Charles Lawless files. It is not known what happened 
to the  property aŌer that, but it may have been farmed by Eugene’s son John Lawless who lived in Macy. 

The Pender Republic Aug 13, 1915. 

Pender Republic,  

20 Oct 1922 
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(Mary) Eileen Lawless 
Sister Mary Anselma 

Sr Mary Anselma (Eileen) Lawless was born 8 Sep 1888 and died of tuberculosis on 4 Jun 1911 (aged 22). She was 
buried at Saint Mary's Cemetery, Maryville, Nodaway County, Missouri, USA. 

Some Confusions 

Some of the records about Eileen are not consistent, so they are listed here.  

Name: Her name appears in some records as Mary, in some as Mary Eileen, and some Mary E. Most of the Indian 
roll entries idenƟfy her as Eileen Lawless. Mary seems to be an addiƟonal, unofficial name that may have been 
given to Eileen at the hospital in Maryville Missouri. When she became a nun, Mary became an official part of her 
name, a common pracƟce when the vows were taken. 

Birth Date: Eileen’s cemetery record shows her birth date as September 8. A noƟce in the Pender Republic paper 
at the Ɵme idenƟfies her birth date as September 15. 

Hospital: The Maryville Hospital was referred to as St. Joseph Hospital in census records, but has a different name 
today (Mosaic Medical Center). Sr. Anselma sent leƩers from Sisters of Saint Francis, which was probably the 
convent associated with the hospital. She also wrote a leƩer to her cousin Anna Lawless on St. Francis Hospital 
staƟonary, so it isn’t clear what the name of the hospital actually was. One of the census records clearly idenƟfies 
the hospital as St. Francis. Another census record does not idenƟfy the name of the hospital. A St. Joseph’s hospi-
tal and/or school was located at the BenedicƟne Sisters of Perpetual AdoraƟon at Clyde Missouri.    

Religious Life: Eileen was apparently a Sister of St. 
Francis. One of her leƩers to her Aunt Bessie Lawless 
shows the Sisters as her address. She probably had 
some connecƟon with the BenedicƟnes because of 
the religious name she chose, but that connecƟon is 
not known. Her habit looks like the BenedicƟne hab-
it of the Ɵme (p. 10). 

OccupaƟon: Sr. M. Anselma was idenƟfied as a 
teacher in one of the newspaper arƟcles and as a 
nurse in a census record. Possibly she did both. 

For more about the BenedicƟne Sisters: (hƩps://
benedicƟnesisters.org/subsecƟoncontent.php?
secid=6&subsecid=20)  and hƩps://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/BenedicƟne_Sisters_of_Perpetual_AdoraƟon 
for a summary of the Clyde Missouri monastery. 

 

The Pender Republic, Sept 15, 1933. (from 45 years ago) 

Mary Eileen Lawless First Communion Picture. She looks like 8 
or 9 years old, but may have been older. The inscripƟon on 
the back reads: 

“To Aunt Bessie from her loving niece Mary” 
Victor Johnson (or Eugenia Lawless) wrote the name “Eileen 
Lawless” on the back of the picture. 
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Eileen Lawless in Indian Rolls and U.S. Census 

Eileen spent most of her young life living with nuns. It is not surprising that she became a nun herself when 
she came of age. We don’t know why she was sent to Missouri, but can speculate that her uncle Eugene may 
have followed some suggesƟons from the local Catholic church. Possibly there was some connecƟon between 
the Catholic CommuniƟes. 

Eileen may have lived for a Ɵme with the Eugene Lawless family near Decatur aŌer her mother died. Eileen 
and her cousin Anna appear to have been close. They traded leƩers and they seem to have great affecƟon for 
each other. Anna and her older sister Minnie were sent to the St. Joseph’s Academy Catholic school aƩached 
to the BenedicƟne Sisters of Perpetual AdoraƟon Monastery in Clyde MO to study for their confirmaƟons. Sr. 
Anselma also stayed in touch with her ‘beloved’ Aunt Bessie (Lawless).  

 

What happened to Eileen when her mother died? We know that by the 1900 
U.S. Census, Eileen age 11/12 and was living as a Boarder at St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital in Maryville City, Polk Township Missouri. Her name is listed as Mary in 
that census.  

In a Pender Republic newspaper arƟcle from July 13, 1900, we get the fol-
lowing informaƟon about Eileen. Eileen is not menƟoned by name, but only 
as the daughter of Charles Lawless. 

· Eileen had been living with her father in a railroad grader’s camp ‘for 
some Ɵme’. 

· Six years previously she was sent to live in a Catholic priest’s household 
in Missouri. That would have been 1894 or 1895 and probably soon aŌer 
her mother died. Was Eileen living with Charles before her mother died? 
We don’t know, but it is likely he tried to take care of her.   

· Eileen inherited some Indian lands, so she had ‘means’. x  

· Hiram Chase said Charles was an improper person to care for Eileen and 
wanted to have guardianship. 

· The Judge gave the guardianship to the priest, M.W. Murray. 

· Charles and the priest (presumably M.W. Murray) took Eileen to Mis-
souri. 

The 1900 census shows Eileen at the St. Joseph’s Hospital in June, so we can 
assume that was considered being in the household of the priest since it was 
a Catholic hospital and she was a ’boarder’. The hospital was run by Sisters. 
Possibly she lived in the convent with the Sisters.  

x  Land records with Eileen’s name were found. See the Appendix. 

 

This is the lisƟng of Mary (Eileen) 
Lawless  in the 1900 Census where 
she is shown as a boarder living at St. 
Francis Hospital in Maryville MO. 

The Pender Republic, 13 July 1900 
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Decatur Herald, April 4, 1907. 

“AunƟe B from Sr. M.A.” 
Note the text in German. 

Means: “Your Will Be Done” 

Sr. Mary A Lawless in the 1910 Census, St. Francis Hospital, Polk 
Township, Nodaway County Missouri. City of Maryville, Census 
taken May 7 1910. She was a nun by then and her occupaƟon is 
shown as Nurse. She could read and write (far right column). 

The picture of Sister Mary (Eileen) Anselma Lawless was taken in 
Maryville, Missouri.  
 
Minnie and Anna Lawless both aƩended the St. Joseph’s Academy 
boarding school that the Sisters ran near the Monastery in Clyde, 
Missouri. Apparently there was also a hospital with the same name 
at the Monastery.  



 

Charles Leopold Lawless Family  11 

LeƩers 

This was wriƩen by 
Eileen Lawless to her 
Aunt Bessie Lawless 
Oct 8, 1905. Eileen was 
17 at the Ɵme. 

See p. 1. She went to 
see her father in Texas 
and told him she was 
going to be a nun. [Or 
maybe she already 
was?] She probably 
took vows by the Ɵme 
she was 18. 

Charles was glad to see 
her and was saƟsfied 
with her choice 
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LeƩers (cont.) 

September 1908: Sister Anselma was living in Maryville Missouri at the Sisters of St. Francis when she wrote this leƩer 
to her cousin Anna (Lawless). Anna was studying for her confirmaƟon at the St. Joseph Academy in Clyde Missouri at 
the Ɵme. Anna was at the Academy in 1908 and 1909. This series of 3 leƩers were all sent to Anna at St. Joseph’s. 
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LeƩers (cont.) 
January 20, 1909: Sr. Anselma is at the hospital in Oklahoma City where she is probably being treated for tuberculosis. In 
the first leƩer she talks about gaining weight and feeling beƩer. having to gain more before she is released. Two leƩers 
were sent from there. 
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LeƩers (cont.) 
February 21, 1909: Sr Anselma is sƟll in the hospital in Oklahoma City and talks on the second page about her 
health. She says she can return home when she weighs 131 pounds and has 9 1/2 pounds to go. She was back at 
the St. Francis Hospital in Maryville by the Ɵme of the 1910 Census. (See p. 10) 
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LeƩers (cont.) 

^ Last page. 

From Sr. Anselma 
to her cousin 
Anna Lawless, . 

April 1910. 

AunƟe is Bessie 
Lawless. 

These leƩers are not 
momentous in a sense 
of great revelaƟons. 
However, they give us a 
snapshot of who the 
people are and what 
their concerns were at 
the Ɵme. 

It is special to see these 
leƩers, the handwriƟng, 
and know that they 
were wriƩen by our 
relaƟves at the Ɵme. 
They held these leƩers 
and packaged them.  

They survived the years! 
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Decatur Herald, June 15, 1911 

The Pender Republic, April 14, 1922. 
The Pender Republic, Dec 15, 1922. 

The Pender Republic,  Feb 3, 1922 

The Pender Republic, March 3, 1922 

Newspaper Items related to Charles and Eileen Lawless 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Jul_5__1900 

The_Lyons_Weekly_Sun_Wed__Jul_11__1900 
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Lands 

The Pender Republic, Jan 10, 1936 

The Pender Republic, May 19, 1922. 

The Pender Republic, Sept 15, 1922 

Weekly Burtonian (Tekamah NE), Feb 27, 1896 
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Hiram Chase 

Hiram Hathu Mi Chase was Paulina’s older brother and an aƩorney who 
had a lot of influence in the Omaha tribe. 

Hiram Chase is an interesƟng character. His acƟons give some insight into 
the Omaha tribe and how things worked at the Ɵme. He is included in this 
book because of his interacƟons with the Lawless family. A page in Wikipe-
dia has informaƟon about him. Other sources give more informaƟon about 
who he was and what he did. Newspapers of the Ɵme also had quite a bit 
of addiƟonal informaƟon about his acƟviƟes.  

From Wikipedia- hƩps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Chase 

“Hiram Chase born on the Omaha ReservaƟon on September 9, 1861, 
in Macy, Thurston County, Nebraska. Chase was the great grandson of 
Omaha Chief Mohwoorgga. His father, Hiram Chase, Sr., was an inter-
preter and a post trader among the Omaha Indians, having come to Ne-
braska in 1854. Hiram aƩended mission schools on the Omaha Reserva-
Ɵon in Nebraska unƟl he was 15, then St. Stephen's Lutheran Academy 
in Zelienople, Pennsylvania, and Peru State College in Peru, Nebraska. 
Chase studied law at the CincinnaƟ Law School graduaƟng with a Bache-
lor of Law degree, and in 1889 was the first NaƟve American admiƩed to 
the bar in Nebraska. In 1892, Chase and fellow Omaha, Thomas L. Sloan, 
formed "Sloan & Chase, AƩorneys-At-Law", the first NaƟve American law 
firm in the United States. In 1893, Chase was elected County Judge 
of Thurston County, Nebraska, and served one term. In 1898, he was elect-
ed County AƩorney and re-elected in 1901. Chase was the first to record 
the Omaha language on paper. In 1897. Chase wrote "O MU HU W B GRa 
Za: The Chase System of Reading and Recording the Omaha and Other Indi-
an Languages." In 1884, Chase married Miss Cynthia Snyder and together 
they had seven children. Chase was involved in local community projects 
and a lifelong Freemason. “ 

Hiram was acƟve in the community and was recognized as “a clear and flu-
ent speaker”. He was selected by the Omaha Tribal Council along with sev-
eral others to represent the tribe in Washington DC.  

Hiram was an accomplished and well-recognized aƩorney and NaƟve 
American civil rights advocate. He had several appearances at the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He also had an alcohol problem and took treatment at the 
Keely InsƟtute in Omaha. (The Decatur Herald, April 11, 1907) 

Hiram Chase died in Chadron, Nebraska, on December 3, 1928, while vis-
iƟng his daughter. Preceded in death by his wife of 33 years, he was sur-
vived by seven children. Burial was in Rose Hill Cemetery at Pender, Ne-
braska. (hƩps://www.findagrave.com/memorial/81019804/hiram-
john_hatu_mi-chase) 

Judge Hiram Chase 

Cynthia Snyder 
Chase 

Red-Man Helper, Mar 6, 1903. 
Published by apprenƟces at the Indian 
Industrial School, Carlisle, PA. 
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Miscellaneous Documents 
Charles Lawless Left a Will in Texas 
It appears that the will was probated after his death. He may have had a written will, but the record of the will is in the County 
records. It looks like the probate record is a copy of the original written into the County Will Book.  

 

Charles Lawless 

Texas, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1833-1974 

Residence Date: Abt 1913 

Residence Place: Jefferson, Texas 

Will Date: 7 Jan 1913 

Probate Date: 7 Jan 1913 

Probate Place: Jefferson, Texas, USA 

Inferred Death Year: Abt 1913 

Inferred Death Place: Texas, USA 

Case Number: 1018 

Item Description: Vol 13-14, 1912-1914 
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Charles Lawless Will (ConƟnued) 

Charles Lawless Proof of Will and Probate Summary 

· The Charles Lawless will was wriƩen on 7 January 1913 in the presence of Warren G. Young and J.W. Williams. 
· The official record was probably copied from Charles’ handwriƩen will. 
· Direct that he buried beside his wife near Macy in Thurston County, Nebraska. 
· Debts and obligaƟons to be paid from his estate. 
· Bequeath to Eugene Lawless his real personal property except for 5 lots of land situated in Mission View AddiƟon* to 

the City of San Antonio. Those lots of land were bequeathed to Dora and Andrew Bock (?) and their children. Lee Bock 
was his executor. 

· Proof of the Will was filed on 12 August 1913. The will was probated on 12 August 1913.  
· Lee Bock was accepted as Executor. Travis Lambert and W.N. McReynolds were appointed to appraise the estate. No 

appraisal has been found. 
 

*Mission View is in the SE part of San Antonio, Texas. 
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Timeline for Paulina and Eileen Lawless on Indian Roll and U.S. Census 

 

Census 
type 

Census 
Yr 

Name(s) Age(s) Comment 

Indian 
rolls 

1886 Paulina 19 Paulina is shown in the household of James Ashley.  

  1887 Paulina   Paulina married in 1887 at age 20. 

  1888 Eileen   Birth  8 Sep 1888 

  1889 
  

Paulina 
Eileen E 

22 
8 mo 

Paulina age Ok. 
Eileen b Sept 1888 birth date. 

  1890 
  

Paulina 
Eileen (sp. Eilene) 
born Sept/89 

23 
9/12 

Paulina Age OK as shown in the roll. However, Eileen was 
born in Sept 1888. This must be an error. 

  1891 
  

Pauline 
Eileen E 
John Wm Sheely 

24 
2 
5/12 

  

  1892 
30 Jan 

Paulina 
Eileen 

25 
3 

Paulina age OK 
John died between June 1891 and January 1892. 

  1893 Paulina 
Eileen 

26 
3 

Listed as part of Hiram Chase family. 

  1894 
  

Paulina 
Eileen 

26 
4 

Paulina should be 27. 

  1895 Eileen 5 No mother. Assume Paulina died after June 1894. 

  1896 Eileen 5 Eileen should be age 6. 

MO US 
census 

1900 
13 June 

Eileen 11 Eileen was a Boarder at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Maryville 
City, Polk Township Missouri. Her name is listed as Mary. 

Indian 
rolls 

1901 Eileen 10 Single (Eileen was 12 in June 1901, so the age is not cor-
rect.) 

  1903 Eileen 13 BHS – By Herself (She was probably 14) 

  1906 Eileen 18 Ward 

  1907 Eileen 19 Ward 

  1908 Eileen 20 BHS (Sp. Ilene Lawless) 

  1909 Eileen 21 BHS 

MO US 
census 

1910 Eileen 22 BHS – (In Missouri Census and Indian roll) 
Eileen is shown as Mary A Lawless, Sister, Age 22. Ei-
leen’s religious name was Sr. Mary Anselma Lawless. 

Indian 
Rolls 

1911 Eileen 22 Eileen died 4 Jun 1911 and does not appear in later rolls. 

 1905 Eileen 17 Indian Census, listed as Ward. 

This table summarizes the places where Paulina and Eileen show up in the Indian rolls and Cen-
sus records. The Indian Census information is fairly consistent, but some of the ages don’t match 
what is known from previous records—mainly on ages. The notes above identify where there are 
discrepancies. 
 
Charles is not shown in the Indian Census because he was not of Omaha Indian heritage.  
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More About Charles Lawless Family 

Lyons Mirror, Aug 24, 1893 

Lyons Mirror, January 4, 1894 

Lyons Mirror, January 15, 1891 Lyons Mirror, January 29, 1891 

This may be an error. Charles and Paulina had a son in Jan-
uary of 1891. John DeCourcy Lawless, son of Eugene and 
Bessie was born Feb 21, 1891, so the newspaper item  is 
not likely referring to that birth. Charles and Eugene were 
the only Lawless’ known to live in Decatur at that Ɵme. 

Tekamah Journal, July 4, 1901 

Decatur Herald, January 16, 1913 

(Charles’ daughter Eileen is buried in Missouri. His son John 
was buried on the Chase farm.) 
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