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Eugene Lawless Farm 2019. 
Driveway leading to house site. 
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APPENDIX—LAWLESS LETTERS  
Eugene to Bessie 

These are transcripts of letters between Eugene and Bessie. These are complete texts. Eugenia Lawless (Aunt 
Gene) had the originals of the letters and Uncle Victor copied them. Uncle Victor cleaned out Aunt Gene’s 
house when she died and he saved all the family stuff that he found. 

Eugene was 8 years younger than Bessie. They knew each other for at least 4 years before they got married. Did 
she have any other prospects? Or was their love so enduring that it survived separations? It seems that she had 
some reservations as Eugene wrote in one of his letters. 

These letters are between Eugene in Nebraska and Bessie in Ireland. (Mostly Eugene) Transcription is as they 
were written. Only one letter from Bessie to Eugene has survived that I know of.  

This first letter is from Eugene in NE to Bessie in Ireland. It sems he was living with a family and working for 
them. Several years later he was able to buy a farm. (See later letters.) 

Post Office Decatur, Burt County Neb Jany 10th 1880 

My dearest Bessie 

How am I to ask forgiveness for not answering your kind & fond letter before this time. Indeed I am afraid I am 
not worthy of kindness when I take such a long time to acknowledge it. However my excuse is short. The sec-
ond Son went away to Illinois for Christmas & I had to do both his and my own work, rendering me unable to 
write to anybody. He has come home now & therefore I have a little more time on hand to keep up my corre-
spondence. 

I suppose you have heard through my own folks at home a good deal about me so I therefore I will not bother 
you with the same news over again. However, before I go any farther I must (thank) you for the introductory 
letters & the handsome Christmas card you sent me. I saw by (unreadable) went back to Ireland again but they 
just came in nice time. I intend to make a trip Omaha when the next fair comes off which will be  the latter part 
of the summer and will make it my business to see those gentlemen. 

I must say that I have a good time of it here for such a thinly inhabited place. The neighbors are all so hospita-
ble. I generally go some place every Saturday evening & stay over Sunday. There are very nice people about 7 
miles from here & they have been very nice to me, always inviting me over to stay. He is a Mr. Goodell. He has 
a good size farm. His daughter is after getting married to my young master & a nice couple you couldn’t see. He 
is a fine young fellow about 26 years of age & she is an extremely nice girl about 21. Awfully dark. They had a 
great wedding, invited everyone, myself included. They were married in her father’s house, there being no chap-
el here. We danced from about 3pm in the day until the next morning. They are both living here for this winter. 
He is likely to go & live on his own farm next fall which is about 2 miles from here & I am going along with 
him. His wife says she will adopt me as her eldest Son. I’ll have a splendid time of it then. He is the best fellow 
ever. I can do just as I please here & lets me go where ever I like & gives me my choice of any pair of horses in 
the stable. 

This is likely to become a great State. It is said now that it is all one bed of coal & if that is the case, the country 
will fill in no-time. Even our own land I believe is all a coal bed. There is a company started in Decatur already. 
Very likely they will (unreadable) a great thing for the natives, as we have to go a long way for the wood & very 
laborious chopping it up for the fire. They burn nothing else but wood in this state. 

I will now ask you to excuse me for not writing a longer letter, but not having any more news I am unable to 
lengthen it. With best love and wishes for Louis & Mary (or May?). Also Louis Junr, & particularly yourself 
whom I shall never forget. Give my love also to (?) and all friends. 

I am, my dearest Bessie Yours most affectnl, Eugene.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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--------------------------------------------- 

No more letters until 1883. 

Eugene talks about buying land. 

------------------------------------------------ 

Decatur Burt Co Neb, Jany 3rd 1883 

My own dear Bessie, 

I can plainly see that I have another true friend if not more in Ireland who thinks of me away in this wild coun-
try. And also not forgetting to tell you in return that I’ll never forget you. There is an old saying “absence makes 
the heart grow fonder” which is truly adapted for me as regards you. I am glad to hear of your spending Xmas 
with Louis & Maggie. Indeed if it was in my power, I would be there. Also, if it was only to meet you once 
more.  

Bessie I would willingly go home on a visit but if it was not for the expense. I have nobody to depend upon but 
my own health & strength and while I have that I want to try & make a comfortable house. And in that case I 
know you would make me put every dollar to the best advantage for that purpose. Father, of course, has done a 
great deal better for me than I expected. The £ 300 he has left me will give me a good start. I have bought an 
extremely pretty farm out of the above money and am only waiting for Harry to send the money to pay for it. 
However, I consider it mine as I paid 10 dollars to bind the bargain, a custom here to keep either party from 
backing out. 

I like the country here & people also, but of course as you say, not as well as Ould Ireland or the Irish. I don’t 
know whether you would find much to change in my appearance. I got much bigger. I guess coarser (being a 
farmer) but you would find my heart unchanged. 

The Connealys here had a terrible time of sickness since the 8th of October. Nothing but Doctor coming every 
day and to make things worse they lost one fine fellow (Thomas) he would have been 19 in Feby if he lived. _+ 
Agnes is not well yet. 

Wishing you many happy returns of the New Year. With best love to Louis & family. 

I am dear Bessie forever affectionate, Eugene. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

He is looking for cheaper land than that around Decatur. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Decatur Burt Co Neb, March 6th 1883 

My dearest Bessie 

It gives me great pleasure to answer your very affectionate letter which I received this day and was determined 
to answer it right away. It seems you are the only one who answers my letters with punctuality. 

Dear Bessie I changed my mind about buying the farm I mentioned. I did not like the idea of paying so much 
money for a farm about 100 miles from here. I can get 320 acres under the Homestead Laws for $20.00 and this 
farm of which I mentioned would cost me $1300.00 (a great difference) without a house or any improvements 
on it whatsoever. You see the country here is pretty thickly settled. Consequently the land is much higher and 
also you cannot take a Homestead or Tree Claim here as they are all taken up. Consequently I’ve got to go fur-
ther west and just as good land. I have invested in three splendid horses also a wagon and I’ve got two pretty 
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colts and a young heifer and I am going to buy some more cattle. My principle work will be breaking my land 
up this Spring.  

Only thing that bothers me is the idea of Baching. I am not a very good hand to cook or keep house. However I 
guess I can keep from starvation. Of course I’ll have to build a nice house and barn as they are not included on 
the Homestead. The land is situated in Wheeler County. It is exactly West of here. (*It is about 4 counties West 
of Burt County.) I’ll not be going out there until May and by that time I expect to have an answer from Bessie. I 
am sure you must feel quite happy now in your little cottage. I hope you will send me some of your panseys 
which I am sure you will have growing in your model garden. I may as well tell you not to expect any panseys 
from me as I have not seen one since I came to this Country. In fact there is not such a thing as a flower garden 
near me. The people here do not know anything about flowers. One reason the winter here is too severe to keep 
flowers. The frost would take them all. 

If you wanted flowers you would have to build a Conservatory and keep a fire night & day in winter. Even in 
the house the things freeze up. About two weeks ago I wrote to Louis & sent him the picture of a Pawnee Indian 
Chief, also one of his moccasins. I do not know whether he will receive the latter or not as I only tied a label 
with the address on it, but the photograph is in an envelope. I would like him to get the moccasin as it will be a 
curiosity at home. But I am afraid it will be stolen. 

I will now bid you good night as it is bed time with me & Remember me to all relations & accept my sincere 
love for yourself. 

I am dear Bessie, your ever faithful Eugene 

Decatur, Burt Co Neb April 25th 1883 

My own dear Bessie (If I may call you so) 

It is nearly time for me to thank you for your kindness towards me at Easter. Yours was the only card I got. I 
would have written sooner but I am after a farm close by and expect an answer every day about the terms of sale 
so I thought I would not delay any longer, but as soon as I hear from the owner I will tell you all about it and if I 
buy it. 

In my last letter I mentioned about taking a Homestead. Well, John Eddie Connealy and myself took a trip out to 
where this vacant land is & we were greatly disappointed. The land is not a patch on the land here. Nor is the 
country as pretty or as settled as it is here. All the houses are built of sod. In fact, they are not houses at all but 
huts. We stopped in one ofthem over night. It was inhabited by a bachelor, a Mr. Cleveland & Chris Hinco, & 
our supper was cooked by hay. They had neither wood nor coal. They are situated 18 miles from a place called 
Ewing. Of course they can get all the coal (at the above place) they want by paying for it, but I suppose the poor 
people are unable to find means to get it at present, at any rate. 

These sod houses are extremely warm in winter & cool in Summer. Now, last winter was the coldest we have 
had here in a long time & they told us they did not suffer from cold at all. The walls are about 3 feet thick. The 
roof is built of rafters (the same as any house) covered with boards, then tar paper & then sods over that again. 

This County I am in is the best in the State & the best land. It is really a nice Country here & some real good old 
families here. I’ve got so now that I would not leave it. It would be just like leaving home again. There is one 
nice family living in the town of Decatur. They came from Tipperary the year after I came. Their name is Roe 
and they have been extremely kind to me since they came here. It always appears like home when I go there. 
They keep up all the Irish customs. She was a Miss Scuse. Her father is a merchant. He owns a lot of merchant 
vessels & he trades all over the world. From all accounts they seem to be very nice people.  

If I do not buy this farm I have mentioned, the government are going to sell 50,000 acres of the Omaha Reserva-
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tion, the property of the Indians. So the above are going to sell it for them according to their orders and I would 
rather have a farm there. Oh, it is just a beautiful country where it is situated and splendid land, and will be sold 
cheap.  

I have five head of horses & six head of cattle. There is one of the former a splendid riding animal. I only wish 
you were here that you might enjoy the amusement of riding him. It takes very little for a fellow to start with in 
this country. If nothing happens it will not be long before I’ll be comfortably settled. I often picture myself all 
alone on a farm.  

I must say good night now as it is bed time & I’ll try & dream of the one I love so dearly, but unfortunately who 
is so far from me. My Bessie. Best love to all at home, especially yourself. 

I am dear Bessie your ever true & faithful Eugene. 

————————————————————————————— 

The next letter is dated August 21, but no year. It was probably 1883. Eugene has bought a farm but 
doesn’t get possession until January of the next year. He asks Bessie to commit to him.  

In this letter he more or less directly asks Bessie to be his wife. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Decatur Burt Co Nebr, August 21st. 

My dearest Bessie, 

Please excuse for not answering your kind letter sooner but owing to this time of the year being so busy with 
me, I was unable to find time to do so. I have not gone on my farm yet. I do not get possession until Jany 1st. 
(1884) There is a renter on it at present and I have to wait until he leaves, but I get interest on the money I paid 
and up to the time I get possession. I have got very nearly everything to start with. What things I want now I can 
get by degrees after I get on there. But there is one thing in particular which I want and cannot be displeased 
with and that is a partner to share the rest of my life with on the farm. And I ask you now my dearest Bessie 
with all the love I possess for you to become my pretty little wife & everything that I can afford shall be granted 
you with all my heart. 

Oh, Bessie forgive me if I have offended you in asking so much but I speak as I feel and cannot hold it any long-
er. I am not rich, but I can say what many a rich man cannot. I have a true heart and an honest character. You 
and you alone have given me the courage and ambition to earn my bread by the sweat of my brow since I came 
to this country, and nothing would tempt me to leave my occupation tomorrow. Now my dearest Bessie if you 
do not consent, do not keep me in suspense but let me know as soon as possible so that I may know whether my 
future will be bright or miserable. I must also tell you, you must not on any account sacrifice yourself for me as 
I am not worthy of your hand, but I cannot help expressing my feelings by saying that I love you with all the 
love I possess. 

Oh Bessie how I would like to know what your answer will be if it be in the affirmative it will fill my cup of 
happiness to the brim & if in the negative it will drain it to its dregs. 

Your ever true and faithful, Eugene. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

It sounds like Bessie was not sure if she wanted to marry Eugene. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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Decatur, Burt Co Nebr, Octr 15th 1883. 

My dear Bessie 

At last have I made up mind to answer your weak excuse made to my proposal. However, I suppose you have a 
brighter future in view than this one I offered & therefore will not blame you. If I ever thought I would regret it, 
I never would have asked you & again if any one should regret it would certainly be yourself for this reason – 
this being such a new country you would be deprived of many luxuries & a good deal of enjoyment which you 
are subject to in Ireland & then what would I do if you should not be happy? I never would forgive myself. 
When I wrote and asked you to become my wife, I never dreamt of regretting my action. I believed & believe 
still that my future should be bright. But now dear Bessie as the last spark of hope for me has died away & noth-
ing left to care for now, I will bid you farewell forever, and will ask you to accept my sincere thanks for all your 
kindness (past & present) and I wish you every joy & happiness through the rest of your life and in the most ev-
erlasting joy & glory. 

I am dear Bessie still the same Eugene. 

“Thought slighted memory will be forever dear.” C.W.L. 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Then this one from Bessie to Eugene. It sounds like she changed her mind. 

---------------------------------------------------- 

5 Upper Hartstonge St, Limerick. January 25th 1884 

My own dearest Eugene 

I am only writing you a few lines today just to send you the enclosed scapulars which I hope you will receive 
before you start for home. 

I am daily expecting a letter now from you and after that I will be expecting your own dear self. When you come 
I will tell you how welcome you are. That will be more than words can say. Louis wrote to me on receiving your 
letter last Tuesday. You say you will come as soon as you hear from him, but I do not know if he has yet replied. 
If you have time to write on receiving this just let me have a letter from you to say about what time you expect 
to arrive home exactly and how long you can remain & make arrangements to stay as long as you can. But what-
ever you wish now and always I will wish too.  

I am afraid you will find me rather stupid at first but I will always try to be a help to you & hope to learn to be a 
grand housekeeper & please you in every way and thing. I can promise that is always to love you fondly. “Au 
Revoir” my own dearest Eugene. 

I am always your own loving Bessie. 

------------------------------------------------- 

Soon after that, Eugene arrived in Ireland and married Bessie there in February 1884. 

Because of those decisions, we are here. 
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Examples of Eugene and Bessie’s Handwriting 

Complete scans of the letters transcribed in this Appendix are attached. These examples are to briefly show what 
their handwriting looked like. Eugene wrote in an elegant script with lots of flourishes.  

 

 

APPENDIX—LAWLESS LETTERS (cont.) 

Letter from Eugene in Decatur to 
Bessie in Limerick Ireland. 

Letter from Bessie in Limerick 
Ireland to Eugene in Decatur. 

Approximate location of Bessie’s residence in 
Limerick. The picture below may or may not be 
the building that was in place in 1884. 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles  

Alliance_Sun_Fri__Jan_29__1892 

Don’t know what this is about.^^ 

The_Decatur_News_Fri__Dec_27__1895 

“The Connealy School House Entertain-
ment A Success”. ==> 

This was a theatrical production “rendered 
in excellent style and the country boys and 
lasses are deserving of much credit for the 
interest and spirit with which they played 
their parts. Particularly those worthy of 
notice are Joseph Tracy and Eugene Law-
less.” They had an audience of 200 and 
they received $13.60 to buy a school dic-
tionary. 

Eugene sang “I left Ireland and mother 
because we were poor.” He also played a 
venerable old gentleman. In the “Rascal 
Pat”, an Irish farce, Eugene played Major 
Puff Jacket. He was also in a dialogue with 
Daniel O’Connor. 

Eugene had the Irish gift of smooth talking 
and storytelling. In spite of that he lost his 
Justice of the Peace position. (Below) 

The_Decatur_News_Fri__Nov_8__1895 

The_Decatur_News_Fri__Oct_25__1895 

The_Weekly_Burtonian_Thu__Aug_29__1895 

Don’t know 
what this 
was about, 
either. Eu-
gene was 
Secretary. 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_News_Fri__Jan_24__1896 The_Decatur_News_Fri__Mar_20__1896 

The_Logan_Valley_Sun_Thu__Jul_2__1896 

Burt_County_Herald_Fri__Aug_27__1897 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Jul_5__1900 

The_Lyons_Weekly_Sun_Wed__Jul_11__1900 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Oct_4__1900 

Burt_County_Herald_Fri__Dec_21__1900 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Apr_25__1901 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__Jun_27__1901 

Oakland_Republican_Thu__Aug_29__1901 
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Decatur, October 9, 1902.  

October 16, 1902—Response to Eugene 

Local newspapers in small towns and rural areas 
focus on local happenings. The towns of Decatur, 
Lyons, and Pender all had active newspapers 
where many references can be found about the 
Johnson and Lawless families. Many of the items 
are mundane, like who visited who and who trav-
eled here for what. These give us glimpses into 
how they lived their lives. 

The weekly Decatur Herald usually was published 
on Thursday. Occasionally it came out on Friday. 

APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

Lyons_Mirror_Thu__May_22__1902 

Tekamah_Journal__The_Weekly_Burtonian_Thu
__Sep_25__1902 

May 14, 1903 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

Burt_County_Herald_Fri__Sep_2__1904—What fun!! 
The Catholic Picnic was held at the “Garry Owen” (Lawless) 
farm.  963 people showed up! It sounds like a very fun day. 
They raised nearly $400 that was designated for building a 
new church that would cost $3000. One of the events was the 
raffle of a giant cake that had to be transported in sections. 
Many games were played and prizes won. What a day! 

The_Decatur_Herald_Fri__Apr_7__1905_ 
The Telephone arrived! 

Tekamah_Journal_Thu__May_10__1906 

Friday June 23, 1905—ready for July 4 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Fri__Aug_25__1905 
Another fun Catholic Picnic at the Lawless Farm. 
This time they raised $258 for the building fund! 

Neighbors and the Social Scene 

Visiting neighbors was a big part of the social life in the community. Many of those visits were reported 
in the papers. 

What did they do when they got together? The probably played cards, made music and danced, ate, and 
possibly had performances. An Irish tradition is that when there are gatherings, everyone has to sing or 
recite a poem or tell a story. Barn dances and house dances were always a lot of fun. 

The newspapers also let you know what else was going on in the area. Some of the things you would 
learn: whose cow died; who spent the day or night with who; who was traveling or coming back from 
travels; when the next barn dance was happening; who was sick and who was getting well. 

The Lawless family was very active and their visiting around, travels, and other activities were document-
ed in the Decatur Herald and sometimes in papers in nearby cities. These notes give us some insight into 
how they lived their lives.  
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The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Feb_21__1907 

Eugene Puts his Auctioneer Skills to Good Use. 

“Col.” E.W. Lawless was the auctioneer for the 
Box Social fundraiser at the Opera House on Feb 
14. Money was raised for graduating exercises for 
the Senior class. 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_23__1908 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Feb_13__1908 

“Col. E.W. Lawless crossed the Rubicon last Monday 
for Onawa and reports a successful passage over and 
back. The Col. Has a goodly quantity of grain that he 
hopes to be able to sell before he plants his next year’s 
crop.” 

(Onawa is 8 miles east of Decatur in Iowa. EW had to 
cross the Missouri River. Decatur is one of the few 
places a bridge crosses the river between Sioux City 
and Omaha. ) 

APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 
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The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Apr_15__1909 The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Aug_26__1909 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jun_10__1909 

Lyons_Sun_Thu__Oct_21__1909 

APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__May_20__1909 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Sep_2__1909 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Oct_14__1909 
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The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_13__1910 
Busy Day!! 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_6__1910 The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_6__1910 

APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 
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The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Nov_10__1910 
This was a busy week for the Lawless family! The area 
where they lived was called Hunting Valley. (on the left)  

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Nov_17__1910 
The following week was pretty busy, too! (on the right) 

April 28, 1910. 

APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jul_28__1910 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Dec_22__1910 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

Decatur Herald December 1, 1910 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_19__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_12__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Feb_16__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_12__1911 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Mar_9__1911 

Elizabeth “Bessie” DeCourcy Lawless died on 
March 28, 1911. See Obituary on p. 12-13. 
This was a hard spring for the Lawless family. 
Eileen died just a few months later. (See the 
Charles Lawless Family Story.)  

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Mar_9__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jun_15__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jul_20__1911 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Oct_5__1911_ 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Oct_26__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Aug_17__1911 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Sep_28__1911 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_25__1912 The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__May_2__1912 

Two dances 
this week!! 
==> 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Dec_5__1912 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_9__1913 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__May_22__1913 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_2__1913 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_16__1913_ 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jan_30__1913 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jul_31__1913 
The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jun_5__1913 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Oct_16__1913 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Nov_20__1913 
The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Feb_5__1914 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Mar_5__1914 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Jul_16__1914 

Oliver Johnson visited the Lawless 
family 

Lyons_Mirror_Thu__Oct_1__1914 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Dec_17__1914 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__May_13__1915 
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APPENDIX—Newspaper Articles (cont.) 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Sep_13__1917 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Nov_8__1917 

The_Lyons_Mirror_Sun_Thu__Feb_21__1918 

The_Decatur_Herald_Thu__Apr_26__1923 

The_Pender_Republic_Fri__May_19__1922 

Burt_County_Herald_Thu__Mar_8__1923 

Burt_County_Herald_Thu__Dec_15__1927 
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APPENDIX—Anna Report Card and Letters 

Following are several letters that Anna’s mother Bes-
sie wrote to her while she was away studying at the 
St. Joseph Academy in Clyde, Missouri. 

GarryOwen, Sept 10, 1908 

GarryOwen, Sept 30, 1908 
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APPENDIX—Anna Report Card and Letters 
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APPENDIX—Anna Report Card and Letters 
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APPENDIX—Anna Report Card and Letters 


